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VOICE The 

of Blessed Teresa of Calcutta Parish 

“Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has not yet come. We have only today. Let us begin.” 

YEAR OF THE PRIEST, PART II  
by Jessica & Maria Neddersen 
 
Who is a priest?  A good definition comes from Vicki Thorn, 
the founder of Project Rachel Post-Abortion Ministry.  She 
says, “A priest is a man, clothed in tenderness, who speaks of 
God’s mercy, who prophetically pronounces the truth, 
unpleasant though it might be, and who reflects God’s love to 
a hurting world. Sometimes he is shoring up souls and 
sometimes he is breaking up concrete. He comforts the 
grieving and challenges the young. He soothes the dying and 
blesses the newborn.”  We may think of priests as the ones 
who guide us in our faith, who preach the gospel to us, who 
counsel us, who give us the sacraments, who are the 
administrators of our parishes, and who are our shepherds.  
In this year of the Priests, we are called to think of our 
priests, assist our priests, pray for our priests and look upon 
our priests in a new way.   
 
So when we think of priests in our lives, most parishioners 
would mention the one man who is the “shepherd” of our 
parish— our pastor, Fr. Tony.  He has been our pastor for 
the past 16 years, before our parish became Blessed Teresa 
of Calcutta and consisted of two parishes, St. Clare and  
St. John.  We had a chance to sit down and talk to Fr. Tony 
about his life, his decision to become a priest, and his many 
happy years in serving the Lord and his people.   
 
“It is better to be a good layman, than to be a poor priest.” 
These were the words of advice Fr. Anthony McCarthy’s 
mother gave to him as he was discerning his call to the 
priesthood.  For many men making the decision to become a 
priest, major influences are their family and friends.  
For Fr. Tony, many family members and parish priests during 

his youth gave him good examples of what it meant to live 
the faith.  One of his greatest spiritual influences was his 
grandfather.   
 
When he was a young boy, Fr. Tony used to visit his 
grandparents in Stevens Point, and every morning his 
grandfather would sit at the dining room table to say the 
rosary and pray from his prayer book.  This image of his 
grandfather still remains a warm memory for Fr. Tony.  
 
His grandfather was a lumberjack in his youth and had to 
work on Sunday.  This bothered him greatly, and he used to 
say that when he retired, he would attend daily Mass and 
go to Mass twice every Sunday.  Not only did he say these 
words, but he kept his promise.  He faithfully went to daily 
Mass and attended two Masses on Sundays, giving young 
Tony a true example of living faith.   
 
Fr. Tony’s childhood was marked by active stewardship in his 
parish.  He was a server, and there were many days that he 
was called early in the morning to help out at weekday or 
Sunday Mass, a funeral or wedding.  He became close to 
the pastor and priests in his parish and saw firsthand the life 
they led and the work they did.  He knew he wanted to 
become a parish priest.  It was then fitting that he entered 
St. Francis Seminary and was ordained a priest in 1971 at 
St. Joseph Parish in Wauwatosa.   
 
Fr. Tony’s first assignment as a priest was at St. Albert the 
Great Parish on 35th and Florist in Milwaukee.  There he met 
many wonderful people.  One family in particular left a 
lasting impression on him due to their loving example of 
their Catholic faith.  But Father found many such families and 
people who shared their lives, faith, and friendship.   
Father was a parish priest in several Diocesan parishes and 
was the pastor of  
St. Sylvester in South 
Milwaukee before coming 
to North Lake in 1993.  
Father has also served the 
Diocese as a member of 
the Priest Personnel 
Committee, the Priest 
Placement Board, the 
Associate Director of the 
RENEW Program. 
Presently he is on the Priest 
Pension Board. 
 
Continued on Page 2

"O Holy Mother of God, pray 
for the priests your Son has 

chosen to serve the Church… 
Make them models of virtue in 
the service of God's people. 

Help them be pious in 
meditation, efficacious in 

preaching and zealous in the 
daily offering of the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass. Help 

them administer the sacraments 
with love and joy."  



Continued from the cover... 
 
During his many years of ministry, Fr. Tony has had many 
memorable experiences.  Meeting Mother Teresa on a few 
occasions was a highlight.  Fr. Tony met Mother Teresa first in 
1973 at a conference in Ohio.  Though he was not wearing 
any priestly garb, Mother Teresa addressed him as “Father” 
and continued to speak with him about things in his personal 
life that only close family would know.  “She had the ‘gift of 
knowledge’,” Fr. Tony has stated.  How fitting it is that Fr. 
Tony is now the pastor of Blessed Teresa of Calcutta Parish.   
 
“One must be open to change,” Fr. Tony has said about the 
priesthood.  In change comes many surprises and 
opportunities. Traveling has been a source of great 
enrichment for Father.  He has traveled to Rome, Assisi, 
Lourdes, Paris, Guadalupe, the Holy Land and other 
wonderful places.  While in the Holy Land, his tour group was 
evacuated from the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem. A 
bomb had been planted under the bus but thankfully, did not 
detonate.  However, such scares were not common in his 

travels but merely incidents that can bring “mixed blessings” 
like drawing one closer to our Creator.  Fr. Tony has often 
said “Anything in life can make us bitter or better.”   
 
When we asked Fr. Tony what advice he would give to young 
men contemplating the priesthood, he had three points of 
encouragement:  
 

*Be a person of prayer.  Prayer is a life line. 
*Sacraments must be important in your life.  Sacraments 
bring one into a personal encounter with the person of Jesus 
Christ.   
*Have the ability to realize that God has called you to a 
life of service.  Nurture and bring the best out in others.   

 
Mother Teresa once said, “Some of you are called in a special 
way to the priesthood and the religious life. To be a priest 
should be a result of the purpose of God in our lives, not simply 
a career choice.”   Fr. Tony is a great example of why the 
Church sums up a priest’s identity with a single word – 
“Father.”   
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 The first resident pastor of St. John Church was Rev. Thomas 
Morrissey who was also one of the first Circuit Riders in the greater 
Milwaukee area. Circuit Riders traveled from place to place gathering 
people together for Mass. Father Morrissey covered the area as early 
as 1838 followed by Fr. Patrick O’Kelley. Fr. Martin Kundig came as 
late as 1842 and was given credit for beginning St. John Church in 
Monches. He served as pastor from 1842 to 1845. 
 Fr. Morrissey was the first resident pastor from 1845 until he 
died in 1850. He was at St. Catherine in Mapleton as their first 
resident pastor from 1847 to 1850. 
 Fr. Steven Avella, author of “In the Richness of the Earth,” said it 
was possible that both parishes had Fr. Morrissey as their resident 
pastor simultaneously. 
 Folks from the Mapleton area came to St. John before their 
parish was established as well as from the areas around Hartland, 
North Lake, Pewaukee, and Thompson. Even though St. Columba, 
Lake Five, began as early as Monches, it was always a mission to St. 
John. 
 Twenty-nine priests served St. John’s from 1842 to 2006.  
Fr. Owen McLaughlin was at Monches for twenty-nine years, making 
him the longest running pastor. Fr. Richard Grebasch was the last 
resident pastor, and Fr. Tony McCarthy was the last pastor until it was 
dissolved in June 2006. 
 Fr. Lincoln Whelan wrote that the St. John’s people were not 
happy when the North Lake people built St. Clare. They thought of it 
as breaking up the parish. As time changes many things, St. Clare and 
St. John are now together again as Blessed Teresa of Calcutta Parish. 

2009-2010 YEAR OF THE PRIEST Blessed Teresa of Calcutta Parish 

Father Thomas Morrissey,  
resident pastor of St. John Church 
By Joe and Dorothy Becker 

Pastors of St. John, Monches 
Rev. Martin Kundig  1842-1845 
Rev. Thomas Morrissey  1845-1850 
Rev. Patrick Callanan  1850-1851 
Rev. William O’Brien  1851-1852 
Rev. Patrick Kernan  1852-1856 
Rev. Francis McGann  1856-1858 
Rev. John Tiernan  1858-1868 
Rev. T. J. Quinn   1868-1869 
Rev. M. Hannon  1869-1870 
Rev. Thomas Corry  1870 
Rev. J.F. McSweeney  1870-1871 
Rev. N.R. Stehle  1871-1872 
Rev. James J. Keogh  1872-1873 
Rev. J. P. Cassady  1873-1876 
Rev. C. Devine   1876 
Rev. Eugene Reilly  1876-1884 
Rev. James E. Harlin  1884-1895 
Rev. James Bowe  1895-1908 
Rev. William D. Malone  1908-1911 
Rev. John Peschong  1911-1913 
Rev. N. L. Freiman  1913-1920 
Rev. William Mahoney  1920-1921 
Rev. Albert Grace  1922-1932 
Rev. William F. Restle  1932-1946 
Rev. Adrian H. Trost  1946-1956 
Rev. Owen McLaughlin  1956-1985 
Rev. Paul Weishar  1985-1989 
Rev. Richard Grebasch  1989-1998 
Rev. Anthony T. McCarthy 1998-2006 
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Over the past several years we have monitored Mass attendance.  Twice a year the Chancery asks for a weekend 
Mass count at each parish. It has become apparent that more people are participating at Masses on Christmas Eve. 
Last Christmas our 7:30am and 9:00am Masses at North Lake were together less than a full church. Therefore, we 
are dropping the 7:30am Mass on Christmas morning.  

Our 2009 Christmas schedule is as follows: 
                                                                                                                             

Christmas Eve – Thursday, December 24                                                                            
4:30 pm – Mass with Children at Monches;   9:00 pm – Mass at North Lake                                                              

Christmas Day – Friday, December 25 
9:00 am, 10:30 am  – Mass at North Lake 

10:00 am — Mass at Monches                                                                                                            
New Years Day – Friday, January 1, 2010                                                                                                        

9:00 am — Mass at Monches 

Mark Your Calendars! 

Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary 
Tuesday, Dec. 8, 2009 - Holy day of obligation 

North Lake:  8:00 am;  Monches: 7:00 pm 
 

A Night of Prayer for Life will following the 7:00 pm Mass 
on Dec. 8 at Monches. This is a pro-life prayer service 
consisting of Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament, 20 decades of the rosary, prayer to St. 
Michael, meditation and hymns; it concludes at 9:30 pm. 
 

Workcamp Pancake Breakfast &  
Christmas Cookie Sale 

Sunday, Dec. 13, 2009  8:00 am to Noon 
Parish Center - Walk-ins desired. 

 
Loaves & Fishes Dinner: Sunday, Dec. 13, 2009 

Please bring your baked chicken donations to the lower 
level of the North Lake church and place in the refrigerator. 
Desserts can be placed on the table. The last time we 
served, there were not enough chicken or dessert items 
donated. To sign up or for more information on how to help, 
contact Shaun Pavlic at sapavlic@wi.rr.com or call  
367-9995. 
 

Advent Communal Penance Service 
Monday, December 14, 7:00 p.m., Saint Charles Parish 

During Advent, Saint Anthony on the Lake, Saint Charles, 
Queen of Apostles, and Blessed Teresa of Calcutta parishes 
will hold a Communal Penance Service at St. Charles. All 
are encouraged to participate in this Sacrament to prepare 
for the holy season of Christmas. There will not be a 
communal penance service during Advent at Blessed Teresa. 

A Christmas Blessing 
May you have the Spirit of Christmas, which is Peace,  
The Gladness of Christmas, which is Hope,  
The Heart of Christmas, which is Love,  
The Gift of Christmas, which is Christ.  

—Ada Hendricks 

Blessed Teresa of Calcutta Craft Fair 
Monches Church Lower Level 

Saturday, December 5, 2009 
9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 
Holiday crafts, unique gift ideas! 

Jewelry, handsewn folk art, quilts, rag rugs, wood 
& metal craft, crocheted purses, soaps, holiday 

crafts & more! 
 

Raffle items, chili, food and refreshments. 
HOMEMADE BAKED GOODS! 

 
Held in conjunction with the village of Monches  

Artisans’ Open House.  
 

Interest in displaying your crafts?  
Contact Diane Cull 262-538-1541 

A New Shepherd 
The Most Reverend Jerome 
Edward Listecki has been named 
the 11th archbishop of the 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee by 
Pope Benedict XVI, the Vatican 
announced today. Listecki, 60, 
succeeds the Most Reverend 
Timothy M. Dolan, who was 
named Archbishop of New York 

on February 23, 2009, and installed as Archbishop of 
New York April 15, 2009. Listecki currently serves as 
bishop of the Diocese of LaCrosse, where he was 
installed as bishop on March 1, 2005, succeeding the 
Most Reverend Raymond L. Burke. 
 
Bishop Listecki will be installed as Archbishop of 
Milwaukee in early January by the Papal Nuncio to the 
United States, Archbishop Pietro Sambi. At that time, he 
will assume responsibility for the spiritual well-being of 
Catholics in the 10 counties of southeastern Wisconsin 
and take on the day-to-day administration of the 
archdiocese. 
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2009 / 2010 CONTRIBUTIONS 
 According to tax laws, contributions for 2009 must be in 
the Parish Office by December 31, 2009 or at least in an 
envelope that is postmarked no later than December 31, 
2009. If we receive your contributions and they don’t meet 
these requirements, they will be credited to your 2010 
account. 
 Donations made to Faith In Our Future will come from the 
FIOF Trust directly, and not from the parish office. Donations 
made to the St. Vincent de Paul Conference of Blessed 
Teresa directly will be acknowledged by them. 
 Tax law requires the parish to provide you itemized 
statements, regardless of the contribution amount. Statements 
will be mailed to parishioners in January 2010.  

Welcome New Parishioners! 
Richard & Mary Bock 
Deanna Courtney (Zachary, Kaitlyn, & Jessica) 
Pierre & Melissa Rhynes (Paige) 
Amy Skorik (Emily, Sophia & Ben) 
Brian & Jennifer Sprinkman (Sarah & Kate) 
Timothy & Cansas Steidl (Hailey & T.J.) 
Michael & Tani Strock (Alexandra, Sean, Shannon, 
            Anastasia and Stephanie) 
 
Welcome to the Catholic Church 
Paul McBroom 
Susan Wilkey 
 

Born Into God’s Family  
Liam Richard Behringer 
  son of Todd Behringer & Lisa Bosshard 
Bryce Steven Henschel 
  son of Craig & Jessica Henschel
Mia Belle Tank
  daughter of Richard & Anita Tank 
Chase Richard Trimberger 
  son of Jake Trimberger & Leah Arndorfer 
 
Married in Christ 
Jocelyn Gengo & Dustin Wylie 
Sarah Hackett & Tim Hillios
 
Born to Eternal Life 
Gert Arndorfer 
Patricia Kilpatrick 
Jeffrey A. Ramm 
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Did You Know?  by Joe & Dorothy Becker 
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There is a hammer between the altar and the back wall at the 
Monches church. Vincent Sennott told us the story of his 
uncle, William Burke, who was helping to build the altar. 
When they were finished, he accidentally dropped his 
hammer between the altar and the wall. He tried to retrieve it 
but was unsuccessful. To this day the hammer remains there. 

Knights of Columbus Council #3562 
Annual Christmas Poster Contest for Grades 1-4 

The contest runs Nov. 1 - Dec. 1. The theme for the poster is: “The True Meaning of Christmas.” 
Winners will be chosen from each grade 1-4.  Poster size should not exceed 12” x 18”. All 

ideas should be original; no “paste-ons” accepted. No traced letters or pictures. Please 
concentrate on the religious aspects rather than material images. All posters must have a 

completed identification label attached in the upper left-hand corner on the back of the poster. 
Winners will receive a certificate and a small cash award. Go to our church website: 

www.blteresaparish.org to download the label, rules and regulations. 

MESSIAH 
Inspired by God, entrusted to George Frederick Handel 

Friday, December 4th, 7:00 pm 
St. Gabriel Church, 1200 St. Gabriel Way, Hubertus 

Enter from Hwy. 164, just south of Hubertus Road 
Free admission. Featuring choir and chamber orchestra 

members from over a dozen area churches! 

Recently a parishioner asked about Christmas 
decorations at the Cemeteries. Here is the information 
from the Rules and Regulations flyer. 
 
Observance of Special Occasions 
Easel decorations are allowed for only two special 
occasions: Memorial Day and Christmas Day. 

Christmas Day.   (Decorations may be placed on 
the grave sites after Thanksgiving Day, and must 
be removed by Palm Sunday.) 

 
Thank you for honoring our rules. 

Then and now  
Can you identify this  
young man with the  

aviator frames?  
See answer below... 

Why it’s Father Tony 
McCarthy when he arrived 

at North Lake in June 1993.  
 

He hasn’t change a bit! 
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My Personal Saint by Grade School Religious Ed. Students 

Dear Friends, 
    Many men and women in today's economy remain unemployed, have had their working hours cut, or are experiencing 
lower wages.  We see new faces almost every week at the North Lake Food Pantry.  We have been forced to become 
more creative in seeking funds to help our area's needy.  One idea brought to our attention came from a member of St. 
Peter Episcopal Church, our next door neighbor.  It is called "Alternate Gift Giving" and once you hear about it, we 
hope you'll support our efforts in a big way.   
    What is Alternate Gift Giving?  It's a fun way to buy gifts for your friends and family by making donations to the 
food pantry in their names.  It simplifies gift giving, avoids holiday commercialization, and is environmentally friendly.  It 
is a beautiful way of showing your love, thanks, and concern for people you know while supporting the hungry and 
needy in our area.   
    Gift cards will be available in our area churches, including both North Lake and Monches locations of Blessed Teresa 
of Calcutta Parish.  Four gift card designs that you can send or give to those you want to remember are available— two 
different Christmas, birthday, and general/thank you's. There will be a small tub of gift card packets located in each 
participating church and a poster showing those will be hung nearby. Each packet contains the gift card in its 
envelope attached to a flyer. The flyer includes a thank you from us to your recipient telling them about the pantry that 
you can clip out and include with your card if you'd like, and a donation form with a preaddressed envelope to send 
back to us with your contribution.  Basically, all one has to do is choose a gift card and send their contribution to us.  The 
gift card is theirs to send or give to whom they choose.  Donations can be made in any amount, but we're asking for a 
$10.00 minimum per card.  Please contact Mary Clark, our Alternative Gift Giving chairperson, at 262-966-2317 with 
any questions. 
  All donations will be used by the North Lake Food Pantry. It is only through benefactors like you that we can assist 
those who are in need.  We appreciate your interest in our work and for giving hope to those whom we serve.  God 
bless you. 
                                                        Sincerely, Ron Konieczka, Manager, North Lake Food Pantry 
                 St. Vincent de Paul, Blessed Teresa of Calcutta Parish 

In our Church during the month of November we remember people 
who have died, and we celebrate All Saints and All Souls Day. The 
Christian Formation students learn about the important role Saints have 
in their faith. We look toward them as examples of how to live as 
good disciples of Jesus. The grade school children created a personal 
“saint” wall with pictures and memories of people they have known 
who have died and who have lived “saintly” lives. Stop by the Parish 
Center and read about our personal “saints.” 

May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God,  
rest in peace. 
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DEADLINE FOR PINE RIDGE GIVING TREE ORNAMENTS: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6 

RETURN  ADDRESS  REQUESTED 

Giving Tree Ornaments and Gifts 
The Giving Tree will be up in both churches on the weekend 
of November 21/22. Please consider taking an ornament or 
two and purchasing a gift for someone this Christmas. Our 
Christian Concerns Committee will be driving to the Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota again this year to 
bring much needed winter clothes, school supplies, and your 
gifts to the children and families of Red Cloud School. Your 
gift are due back at church (under the tree) or to the parish 
office by Sunday, December 6th. Thank you for sharing the 
joy of Christmas with a needy child, teen, individual or family 
this year. For more information, contact Jacyntha at: 

Jacyntha@voyager.net 

The Heartfelt Christmas Tree 
There is a special Christmas tree  
That lives within the heart.  
It isn’t pine, and can’t be bought  
At any store or mart.  
 
Each branch holds some fond memory  
Of joyful Christmas cheer,  
Reminding us of those we love  
And always will hold dear.  
 
The gifts beneath this Christmas tree  
Are stacked up very high  
With kindly deeds of thoughtfulness  
That one could never buy.  
 
The Heartfelt Christmas tree expands  
Through every passing year  
With lovely gifts and blessings  
Having come from far and near.  
 
Atop this tree a star shines bright,  
While angels sing God’s praise;  
Rejoice! The Christ-child’s Love is shared,  
And blesses ALL our days.  
—Peggy Ferrell 

Workcamp Pancake Breakfast and 
Christmas Cookie Sale 

Sunday, December 13, 8:00 am to Noon 
Parish Center 

Cookies are packaged in approximately 
one-pound boxes. What a great treat for 
a neighbor or friend. The cookies will be 

sold during the breakfast.  


