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The 
VOICE 

of Blessed Teresa of Calcutta Parish 
“Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has not yet come. We have only today. Let us begin.” 

CHRISTMAS EVENTS 
AT BLESSED TERESA OF CALCUTTA 

And the Word was made flesh 
Join us for the first Living Nativity presented by Blessed Teresa of Calcutta Parish. Experi-

ence the town of Bethlehem that first Christmas night. Enjoy the sights and sounds of the 

shepherds keeping watch over their flocks and angels bringing tidings of great joy. All who 

are hopeful will be lead by a star to the infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in 

the manger. The same presentation will be performed at 4 pm and again at 6 pm on  

Sunday, December 21st.  

Chili and soup will be served following each presentation. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

          *Your help is needed for the Living Nativity. 
 

Thirty Angels and Shepherds are needed to help dramatize our live Nativity. You may sign up for the 4:00 

pm or 6:00 pm presentation or both. Preschool to high school students are welcome.  There will be one 

practice from 4-5 pm on Saturday, December 20th at the barn on the parish land on Hwy VV. Call or  

e-mail Christine Dax at 262-670-6670 or chriscros63@yahoo.com. We also need angel costumes, wings, 

and halos. Dig into your closets if you have items your children have outgrown, don't use, or would just 

like to loan out. We would love to put them to good use. 
 

The Living Nativity will take place at the barn on the parish 

land located on Highway VV west of the polo fields. 

Your family won’t want to miss this! 

+Advent Penance Service  
 Saturday, December 20th,  

 10 am at Monches. 
 

Christmas Eve 
 Wednesday, December 24th : (No 8am Mass)  

 4:00 pm Mass at Monches (New time) 

 (Children’s Choir will be singing)   
 8:00 pm at North Lake (new time) 

Christmas Mass Schedule 

+Christmas Day  
 Thursday, December 25th : 

 7:30, 9:00 & 10:30 am at North Lake,  

 10:00 am at Monches 

 

+Mary, Mother of God  
 Thursday, January 1st :   

 9:00 am Mass at North Lake 

mailto:chriscros63@yahoo.com
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          Christmas 2008 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

 And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we saw his glory, 
 

 the glory as of the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth.  (John 1:14) 
 

 A very Blessed Christmas to you and those you love!  As I celebrate the Holy Eucharist on Christmas, I 

will remember you and your intentions. 
 

 As you read Brian Romportl’s message to us, I’m happy to share the good news that two other young 

men from Blessed Teresa of Calcutta are applying for the seminary.  God willing, they will study for the Arch-

diocese of Milwaukee.  Justin Lopina has recently returned from a two year commitment in the Peace Corps.  

He was a teacher in Burkina Faso in Africa.    

I won’t forget the e-mail I received from Justin while in Africa.  He informed me of his desire to dedicate his life to our Lord 

as a priest.  Praise God! 

The other young man Brandon Berthiaume works in Oak Creek.   He also is responding to the Lord’s call and has been 

accepted as a seminarian for our diocese.  Next fall he will begin college studies at St. Joseph Seminary in Chicago which is affili-

ated with Loyola University.  Presently, Brandon lives on the southside to be closer both to his employment and St. Francis Semi-

nary.  Again, I say, thanks be to God! 

These vocations give rise to renewed hope for the Church.  Each of these men on their journey to the Priesthood are gifts 

to God’s People.  Please remember to pray that others will respond to the Lord’s call.  Jesus is calling now, as he always has, to:  

Come follow me.   May we entrust this call to open hearts and open ears.  God bless you! 
 

        Your brother in Christ, 
 

                              Fr. Tony  

P.S.  In the next Voice I want to talk about our aspirant in the Permanent Diaconate:  Allen Olson.  

Seminarian News 
An update from Brian Romportl, a seminarian from our parish who is studying in  

Rome for ordination to the priesthood… 

 

Dear Parishioners of Blessed Teresa, 
 

 Ciao from Rome! 
 

 All is well here.  I am enjoying my first year in Italy.  Our class of ―New Men‖ spent two months travelling and 

taking Italian language lessons, then Theology classes began in October.  Our group is the largest incoming class since 

the 1960’s…sixty-one men!  There are over two hundred seminarians in the house.   

Diocesan seminarians are sent to a number of different schools depending on their focus of study; my classes are at 

the Gregorian University, which is run by the Jesuit order.  The food here is great; we have  

Italians meals most of the time, with one authentic American-style dinner every week. 
 

 Check out the North American College sometime at www.pnac.org. There is a link on the webpage named ―The 

Seminary‖ which will take you to a ―Virtual Tour,‖ a fantastic look at our college in photographs and explanatory  

captions. 
 

 Thank you for praying for vocations and for me personally.  I have a habit of visiting St. Peter’s  

Basilica on Saturday mornings, when security unlocks the doors at 7 a.m.  In the cavernous quiet of Christendom’s  

largest church, at the confesio (the altar fronting the tomb of St. Peter), I pray for our parish. 
 

         Have a joyful Christmas! 
 

         Peace and goodness, 
 

         Brian Romportl 

         btromportl@msn.com 
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Our Patroness, Blessed Teresa of Calcutta (Fourth in a Series) 
 

Mother Teresa was active on several continents performing her acts of mercy.  When Pope 

Paul VI presented her with a white Lincoln Continental, she auctioned the car and used the 

money to establish a leper colony in West Bengal. 
 

 In 1982, she persuaded Israelis and Palestinians, who were in the midst of a military skir-

mish, to cease fire long enough for her to rescue 37 mentally-handicapped patients from a 

besieged Beirut hospital. 
 

When the walls of Eastern Europe collapsed in 1989, she expanded her efforts to commu-

nist countries that had rejected her, embarking on dozens of projects. 
 

She traveled to help the hungry in Ethiopia, radiation victims in Chernobyl, and earthquake 

victims in Armenia.  In 1991, she returned for the first time to her native region and opened 

a Missionaries of Charity Brothers home in Tirana, Albania. 
 

In 1991, prior to US Operation Desert Storm, she wrote in a letter to President George Bush and Iraqi President Sad-

dam Hussein: ― Please choose the way of peace. In the short term there may be winners and losers in this war that we 

all dread.  But that never can, nor ever will justify the suffering, pain and loss of life your weapons will cause.‖ 
 

Mother Teresa frequently spoke against abortion and artificial contraception in meetings with high-level government 

officials.  In her Nobel Prize acceptance speech, she declared: ―I feel that the greatest destroyer of peace is abortion, 

because it is a direct war, a direct killing – direct murder by the mother herself.‖  At a 1994 National Prayer Breakfast 

in Washington, DC, she said: ― Please don’t kill the child. I want the child. Please give me the child.  I am willing to ac-

cept any child who would be aborted, and give that child to a married couple who will love that child and be loved by 

that child.‖ 
 

Mother Teresa also believed in ecumenism. As she stated: ― There is only one God and He is God to all; therefore it is 

important that everyone is seen as equal before God.  I’ve always said that we should help a Hindu become a better 

Hindu, a Muslim become a better Muslim, a Catholic become a better Catholic.‖ 
 

In 1983 Mother Teresa suffered a heart attack while visiting Pope John Paul II in Rome.  After a second heart attack in 

1989 she received a pacemaker.  In 1991, after a battle with pneumonia while in Mexico, she had further heart prob-

lems. 
 

By 1992, Mother Teresa’s health had started to deteriorate, and she was not able to cope with her increasing work-

load.  She had hoped to be able to hand over responsibility of the organization to another Sister; instead she was re-

elected as Superior General by a unanimous vote-count, save one, her own!  However, in 1996, she suffered from an 

attack of malaria, as well as another heart attack, and determined that she could not continue.  On March 13, 1997, 

Sister Nirmala was elected to continue the work that Mother Teresa had begun.  Six months later, at about 9:30 pm on 

September 5, 1997, Mother Teresa passed away quietly at the Mother House in Calcutta.  She was 87. 
 

Mother Teresa was granted a full state funeral by the Indian government, an honor normally reserved for presidents 

and prime ministers, in gratitude for her services to the poor of all religions in India. 
 

At the time of her death, Mother Teresa’s Missionaries of Charity  had over 4,000 sisters, an associated brotherhood 

with 300 members, and over 100,000 lay volunteers, operating 610 missions in 123 countries.  These included hos-

pices and homes for people with HIV / AIDS, leprosy, and tuberculosis, as well as soup kitchens, orphanages and 

schools. 
 

One day after the death of Mother Teresa, Pope John Paul II said:  ―Missionary of Charity: this is what Mother Teresa 

was in name and in fact.‖  On her beatification, he developed this idea further: ―First and foremost a missionary: there 

is no doubt that the new Blessed was one of the greatest missionaries of the 20th century.  The Lord made this simple 

woman who came from one of Europe’s poorest regions a chosen instrument to proclaim the Gospel to the entire 

world, not by preaching but by daily acts of love towards the poorest of the poor.  A missionary with the most universal 

language: the language of love that knows no bounds or exclusion and has no preferences other than for the most for-

saken.‖ 
 

                                                                                                                                       Continued on next page→ 
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Welcome New Parishioners! 
 
(Children are listed in parentheses) 
 

Richard & Chris Bucci 
Jesus & Mary Limon (Jesus & Jeanine) 
Jeff & Louise Morris (Jack, Fiona, Sophie) 
Elizabeth Peters (Abigail) 
Mike & Kimberly Waterfield (Sydney, Ella, Mason) 

Born Into Godôs Family  
 
Caden McGovern 
Abigail Wieselman 
Luca Reyes 
Waylan Kouby 

Born to Eternal Life 
 
Maurice Patrick 
Myra Foley 
Dr. Richard Chambers 

ɵContinued from previous page 

 

Analyzing her deeds and achievements, Pope John Paul 

II asked: ―Where did Mother Teresa find the strength to 

place herself completely at the service of others?  She 

found it in prayer, and in the silent contemplation of  

Jesus Christ, his Holy Face, his Sacred Heart.‖ 
 

Pope Benedict XVI, in his first encyclical Deus Caritas 

Est, mentioned Mother Teresa three times, and he also 

used her life to clarify one of his main points in the en-

cyclical.  ―In the example of Blessed Teresa of Calcutta 

we have a clear illustration of the fact that time devoted 

to God in prayer not only does not detract from effective 

and loving service to our neighbor but is in fact the inex-

haustible source of that service.‖ 
 

Following Mother Teresa’s death in 1997, the Vatican 

began the process of beatification, the second step to-

wards sainthood.  Normally a five-year wait after the 

death of a person is needed before the process of saint-

hood is started.  However, in 1999 Pope John Paul II 

gave Mother Teresa a dispensation saying two years 

were sufficient in her case.  This process requires the 

documentation of a miracle performed by the interces-

sion of Mother Teresa.  In 2002, the Vatican recognized 

as a miracle the healing of a tumor in the abdomen of an 

Indian woman, Monica Besra, following the application 

of a locket containing Mother Teresa’s picture.  Mother 

Teresa was formally beatified by Pope John Paul II on 

October 19, 2003, and given the title Blessed Teresa of 

Calcutta.  She had reached the ranks of the Blessed in 

the shortest time in the history of the Church! A second 

miracle is required for her to proceed to sainthood. 
 

Mother Teresa was often referred to as the ―most power-

ful woman in the world.‖  A 1999 Gallup poll listed her as 

the ―most admired person of the 20th century.‖ Her faith 

in God and her single-minded sincerity in serving him 

through the poor showed the world the beauty of love.  

She had touched the lives of countless people during her 

life, and will continue to do so as she inspires others to 

believe in the simple things – love and faith. 
 

Perhaps former French President Jacques Chirac 

summed up Mother Teresa’s legacy best when he said 

after her death: ― This evening, there is less love, less 

compassion, less light in the world.‖                                                                                                                                       

     Cornel Rosario 

Guidelines For Receiving  

Communion 
 

—For Catholics 

Catholics fully participate in the celebration of the Eucharist 

when they receive Holy Communion in fulfillment of Christ’s 

command to eat His Body and drink His Blood. In order to be 

properly disposed to receive Communion, communicants 

should not be conscious of grave sin, have fasted for an hour, 

and seek to live in charity and love with their neighbors. Per-

sons conscious of grave sin must first be reconciled with God 

and the Church through the sacrament of Penance. A frequent 

reception of the sacrament of Penance is encouraged for all. 
 

—For Other Christians 

We welcome to this celebration of the Eucharist those Chris-

tians who are not fully united with us. It is a consequence of 

the sad divisions in Christianity that we cannot extend to them 

a general invitation to receive Communion. Catholics believe 

that the Eucharist is an action of the celebrating community 

signifying a oneness in faith, life, and worship of the commu-

nity. Reception of the Eucharist by Christians not fully united 

with us would imply a oneness which does not yet exist, and 

for which we must all pray. 
 

—For Those Not Receiving Communion 

Those not receiving sacramental Communion are encouraged 

to express in their hearts a prayerful desire for unity with the 

Lord Jesus and with one another. 
 

—For Non-Christians 

We also welcome to this celebration those who do not share 

our faith in Jesus. While we cannot extend to them an invita-

tion to receive Communion, we do invite them to be united 

with us in prayer. 

2008/2009 Contributions 
According to tax law, contributions for 2008 must be in the 

Parish Office by December 31, 2008 or at least in an envelope 

that is postmarked no later than December 31, 2008.  If we 

receive your contributions and they do not meet these require-

ments, they will be credited to your 2009 account.  You will 

notice on your year end contribution statement that cash dona-

tions appear separate from check or EFT donations.  For more 

information contact Roberta in the parish office, 966-2191, or 

roberta@blteresaparish.org. 
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P A R I S H  N E W S  

 Eucharistic Adoration 
St. Jerome Parish in Oconomowoc has  

begun Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration at 

their new church.  Blessed Teresa parish-

ioners are invited to sign up for a time 

slot that could be covered on a regular 

basis.  The biggest need is on weekends.  

Call Kurt Kellogg at 414-331-1326 for  

           more information or to sign-up.  Thank you! 

 

Little Carmelights Greeting Cards 
The Carmelite Nuns in Pewaukee have 

started a fundraising project for the building 

of their new monastery.  Using the talents of 

one of the Sisters, they have developed a 

line of greeting cards called Little  

Carmelights.  Cards are available for many 

different occasions, including Christmas.  E-mail the Sis-

ters at pewaukeecarmel@aol.com for more information, 

or see the flier we have available in the parish office.  

The Carmelite Nuns are most appreciative of your sup-

PENANCE SERVICES  - Advent 2008 
 

District 5 
 

 
 

Wednesday, December 17 St. Joan of Arc, Nashotah  6:30 PM 

St. Joseph, Big Bend  6:30 PM 

    St. Leonard, Muskego  7 PM 

    St. Jerome, Oconomowoc  7 PM 

 

Thursday, December 18 St. Bruno, Dousman   7 PM 

 

Saturday, December 20 Bl Teresa of Calcutta at Monches  10 AM 

    St. Jerome, Oconomowoc  1:30 PM 

 

Monday, December 22  St. Paul, Genesee Depot  7 PM 

 

We are in need of Mass Intentions! 
 Please remember that Mass Intentions can be  
requested for both living and deceased family and friends.  This is 
a thoughtful way of remembering a birthday, anniversary, or other 
special occasion. It can also be a source of comfort for the family 
of a deceased person, or a kind gesture for someone who is ill or 
hospitalized. A stipend offering of $10.00 is requested. Please 
contact Mary Jo at 966-2191 to make arrangements. 

Our Parish Center 

 We at Blessed Teresa are fortunate to 

have a parish center that is the hub of reli-

gious education, social activities, meetings 

and administration and outreach to others in 

many ways.  The parish center is air condi-

tioned, handicap accessible, and offers two 

large halls, one carpeted and one tiled, in ad-

dition to eight classrooms for parish events.  

The kitchen in Clare Hall has been updated 

with a large refrigerator, new stove/oven, and 

a new dishwasher. 

 In light of this and with the approval of 

the Parish Council, all dinners and luncheons, 

including funeral luncheons, will be held at 

the parish center.  Following Funeral Masses 

celebrated at either North Lake or Monches, 

Clare Hall is available for family and friends of 

the deceased.  As part of good stewardship 

and outreach, events at the center are meant 

to build a community of faith—both within and 

outside our parish family. 

ALTAR FLOWERS  -  DECEMBER 2008 

 
 

North Lake Church 
ALBERT BASILE - By Darryl & Kay Super 

DECEASED OF THE BAUER FAMILY – Helen & Bill Kirschbaum 

DEC. MEMBERS OF THE BIASI, SCHALLHORN & REMONDINI  

   FAMILIES – Bob & Angela Schallhorn 

FLORY & JOE DOERING - By Patricia D. Magner 

GILBERTSON & SCHWEITZER FAMILIES - By Diane Gilbertson 

RICHIE HAAS – Pamela Haas 

HERBERT & PETRI FAMILIES - By Gary & Denise Herbert 

ROBERT KEEGAN – Sheila & Pete Maurer 

DECEASED OF THE KIRSCHBAUM FAMILY – Helen & Bill  Kirschbaum 

RICHARD J. KRUEGER - By Evelyn Krueger 

DECEASED FAMILY & FRIENDS OF THE LEIDEL / WESKE FAMILY – Mark 

      & Lynn  Leidel 

HUGH McQUESTION - By The McQuestion Family 

JENNIFER MISLANG - By Kathy Kaiser 

MICHAEL MURPHY – Karen Murphy 

PARISH UNITY – Sunday Night Bible Study 

PAUL REYNOLDS & JERRY DAWLEY - By the Payce Reynolds Family 

GLENWAY STAPLETON - By Geraldine Stapleton 

U.S. MILITARY, VETERANS & THEIR FAMILIES - By Bob & Jean Schlidt 
 

Monches Church 
JOSIANE BURKHART - By The Whitcombs 

RON COOPER & JOHN PASTOREK - By Barbara Cooper 

FR. RICHARD GREBASCH - Anonymous 

STEPHEN KWASNIEWSKI & BESSIE WAGNER - By The Dailey Family 

CLAIRE MCQUESTION - By Nick, Jake & Max 

PARISH UNITY – Sunday Night Bible Study 

TOM SHEEHAN & DARLENE LASSA - By Dave & Dianne Lassa 

RUTH SUKUP - By Andrew Sukup 

DONALD WHELAN - By Mary A. Whelan 

mailto:pewaukeecarmel@aol.com


Blessed Teresa of Calcutta 
P.O. Box 68 

North Lake, WI 53064 

info@blteresaparish.org 

 
Newsletter Staff 

Rev. Anthony T. McCarthy ................. Pastor 

Greg Budzien ............................ Proofreader 

Jessica Neddersen………………..……....Writer 

Maria Neddersen ....... Writer/Typist/Layout 

 

 

Articles, photos or other materials are due 

to the parish office by the 1st Tuesday of 

the month prior to the publication month.  

 

Please email to: maria@blteresaparish.org 

Deadline: February 23, 2008 

 

Parish Office: (262) 966-2191 

www.blteresaparish.org 

A CUP OF JOY THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO  

MARK  
 

The shortest of all New Testament  

Gospels, it recounts what Jesus did in a  

vivid style, where one incident follows  

directly upon another.  

Mark is an almost breathless narrative.  

 Join us as Reverend Laurin Wenig ,  

biblical scholar, unfolds the  

Gospel of Mark.  

Thursday, December 18th  7:00pm 

in the Parish Center  
 

This Advent receive Markõs  

message about the kingdom  

of God now breaking into  

human life as Good News.  
 

Refreshments will be served at 6:45pm  

 

Need a Christmas 
Gift? 

 

Fair Trade Coffee can be 
purchased during business 
hours in the parish office, or 
place an order by phone at 
966-2191.  The coffee sells 
in 12 ounce bags at $8.50 a 
bag.  All funds raised 
through this sale go to  

support the Christian   
Womenôs social justice issues.   


